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BIODATA 

Dr. Lawrence Mugisha is an expert in Wildlife Health and Biodiversity Conservation, 

EcoHealth Assessments and Livestock research, molecular diagnostics, disease 

management and Surveillance. He was born in Mbarara, 1975.  He holds a Bachelor of 

Veterinary Medicine (2000), Masters of Science in Wildlife Health and Management 

(2004), PhD (2011) focusing molecular diagnostics of infectious diseases in great apes 

and Partial Research Fellow with University of Mennisota, College of Veterinary 

Medicine: EcoHealth Research Initiative.  

 

He worked as Operations Director (2008-2010) and Sanctuary Manager/Veterinarian 

(2003-2008) for Chimpanzee Sanctuary & Wildlife Conservation Trust (CSWCT) that 

manages Ngamba Island Chimpanzee Sanctuary. He also worked as a veterinary 

extension worker for Ntungamo Local Government (2000-2003) working with Livestock 

programs including Plan for Modernisation of Agriculture.  

 

He is involved in EcoHealth scientific research with major emphasis on infectious 

diseases at wildlife-human-Livestock interface (One Health Concept) and has published 

scientific papers in this field. For his scientific contribution, he won award a highly 

prestigious award for young scientists in 2010: Rudolph Ippen Young Scientist Award, 

2010.  

 
 Dr Mugisha Lawrence is a Honorary Lecturer, College of Veterinary Medicine, Animal 

Resources and Biosecurity, Makerere University, Adjunct Lecturer, College of 

Veterinary Medicine, University of Mennisota, USA, Part-time Lecturer, Nelson 

Mandela Institute of Science and Technology, Arusha, Tanzania,  Team leader for 

AHHESConsult (Animal-Human Health and Ecosystem Services Consult), Expert 

Consultant for Pan African Sanctuaries Alliance (PASA), current President of the 

professional body: Uganda Wildlife Veterinary Network Limited(UWVN) and  Founder 

and Executive Director  for Non-Governmental Organisation: Conservation & Ecosystem 

Health Alliance (CEHA) implementing EcoHealth Research, Training and Conservation 

in Albertine Ecosytem as well as Team Leader EcoHealth Research Group. 
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Details 

 

 

Education:   

May/2011: Doctor of Philosophy (PhD),   Makerere University in 

collaboration  with Robert Koch Institute, Germany: Molecular 

diagnostics of  Infectious diseases of captive chimpanzees.    

 

2005: Masters of Science of Science in Wildlife Health and Management 

 (MSc. WHM), Makerere University 

  

2000: Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine (BVM), Makerere University 

 

  

Additional  Trainings with Certificates: 

 
15-17th Sept, 2011: Ist International Congress on Pathogens at the human-animal interface 

(ICOPHAI): Impact, Limitations and needs in Developing Countries, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. 
1

st
 to 7

th
 August, 2011: One Health: Understanding human and veterinary diseases from 

molecular cell biology to successful interventions.  Young 

Biomedical/Veterinary Scientists in East Africa International Workshop, 

organized by Oxford University and Sokoine University.  

11
th

 to 21
st
 Jan, 2011: University of Manitoba-Makerere University CIDA project  

 GIS training workshop under Enhancing Rural Livelihoods 

 through Sustainable Community Tourism 

 

20
th

 to 21
st
 July, 2010: Refresher Training in Wildlife Disease Surveillance and Basic 

Pathology Organised by USAID-PREDICT Pillar for Emerging Pandemic 

Threats Program 

 

1
st
 May to 30

th
 Oct, 2007 and June—August, 2009: Laboratory training in molecular  

  and serological diagnostics of infectious diseases at  Robert  Koch Institute, 

  Germany working in BSL 2.  

6-10 June, 2005: Training in Spatial Analysis of GIS Data for Applied Statistics in  

  Public  Health, Nairobi, Kenya. Sponsored by the U.S. National   

  Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and National Institute of  

  Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and National Institute of Health. 

16 June-1
st
 August 2004: Wildlife and Ecosystem Health.  Envirovet Summer  

  Course Institute, Frolida, USA and South Africa. Sponsored by World  

  Wildlife Fund. 



 

 

 

 

Awards: 
a. International Conference Scholarship (ICS) to attend the AAZV annual 

meeting, USA, Kansas City Missouri Oct 23-28th 2011. 

b. ICOPHAI_VPH Biotect Travel Grant award, 15-17th Sept, 2011: Ist 

International Congress on Pathogens at the human-animal interface 

(ICOPHAI): Impact, Limitations and needs in Developing Countries 

c. ASCB SOKOINE Course Travel award:  “One Health: understanding 

human and veterinary diseases from molecular cell biology to 

successful interventions”. 1
st
 to 7

th
 August, 2011 

d. Rudolph Ippen Young Scientist Award, 2010 named after Dr. Ippen, 

a German researcher who helped establish disease investigation as an 

important discipline within the European zoo community before 

passing away in 2009 

e. Global Health Travel Award for Public Health in Africa (E1-2008) 

f. World Wildlife Fund to  attend Envirovet Summer Course, 2004 

g. Wildlife Conservation Society, Small Grant Field Program for 

Veterinarians 

h. Daad In-Country Scholarship Award for MSc and PhD 

i. Compton Fellowship Award 

 

 

Work experience: 

 

2011 to Date:    Partial Fellow and Adjunct Lecturer, College of Veterinary  

    Medicine, University of Mennisota, Part-time Lecturer,  

    Nelson Mandela Institute of Science and Technology,  

    Arusha, Tanzania, Honorary Lecturer, College of   

    Veterinary Medicine, Animal Resources and Biosecurity,  

    Makerere University. 

 

2011 To date:    Founder& Executive Director  

    Conservation & Ecosystem Health Alliance (CEHA) 

 

Nov, 2010 to Feb, 2011:  Veterinary and Research Consultant Conservation  

    through Public Health (CTPH) 

 

April 2008 to July, 2010:  Operations Director/Veterinarian:  

Chimpanzee  Sanctuary & Wildlife Conservation Trust 

(CSWCT). www.ngambaisland.org 

 

Oct 2003 – April, 2008:  Sanctuary Manager/Veterinarian, Ngamba Island  

    Chimpanzee  Sanctuary 
 

http://www.ngambaisland.org/


2000-Sept 2003:   Veterinarian/ Community Extension advisor 

    Ntungamo District Local Government. 

Consultancy:  

a. Establishment of a Veterinary Health Monitoring System for 

Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary 2011 part of Ol Pejeta 

Conservancy, Laikipia District, Kenya 

b. Wildlife health Surveillance and Research with Conservation Through 

Public Health 2010-2011. 

c. Involved in Current and future emerging infectious disease risks in 

uganda – an expert opinion survey using modified delphi approach, 

2009 

d. Assessment of primate sanctuary facilities and operations in DRC 

leading to recommendations for the Incorporation into PASA 

sanctuary membership, 2010  

 

 

 

Expertise Service:  

a. Establishment of a breeding control program and Veterinary Health 

Care program for Chimfushi Wildlife Orphanage, Zambia, one of the 

Pan African Sanctuaries Alliance (PASA) members and facilitating at 

PASA workshops.  

b. Inspection of PASA Sanctuaries  for Incorporation 

c. Establishment of Employee Health program in Sanctuaries. 

d. Member of National Anthrax Task Force 

e. Established and implemented an Environmental Management System 

(EMS) with ISO 14000:2004 certification. 

 

Conference Presentations 
 

a. Presentation: Pan African Sanctuaries Alliance (PASA) Veterinary 

Healthcare Workshop, 14-16th Nov, 2011, Entebbe, Uganda 

b. Manuscript publication and Presentation: International Conference 

Scholarship (ICS) to attend the AAZV annual meeting, USA, Kansas City 

Missouri Oct 23-28th 2011. 

c. Abstract and presentation: Ist International Congress on Pathogens at the 

human-animal interface (ICOPHAI): Impact, Limitations and needs in 

Developing Countries, 15-17th Sept, 2011 

d. Two Scientific Presentations at International Primatological Society 

Congress, 2006 

e. Wildlife Disease Conference, 2007: Abstract Acceptance 

f. Compton Fellows Workshop (Environment and Sustainable 

Development. Influencing Policy decisions and presentation to policy 

makers Policy simulation: scenarios. Research findings and 

presentation) 

Workshop organization 

 



a. Chairperson Scientific Committee for Uganda Veterinary Association 

Scientific Symposium: „One Health‟ for Better Disease Control and 

Improved Livelihoods: 1 -2nd Dec, 2011 

b. Population, Health and Environment (PHE) advocacy workshop  

organized by Conservation Through Public Health at Serena Hotel, 

Kampala on 3
rd

 November 2010 

c. Inception Workshop for Developing an Experimental Methodology for 

Testing the Effectiveness of Payments for Ecosystem Services to Enhance 

Conservation in Productive Landscapes in Uganda. GEF/UNEPI grant 

Project number: GFL: 2328-2716PMS: T.B.D 

d. Chimpanzee Conservation Workshop held in July, 2007 in 

 Uganda. 

e.  Co-organiser of the Great Ape Health Workshop, 2009 held  in 

Uganda. 

 

 

Media Presentation 

 

Featured on several international / national documentaries in different 

countries conveying conservation messages to save endangered chimpanzees 

and other great apes. I have video clip on care of chimpanzees and 

conservation on Envirovet Networking Webumentary (www.envirovet.org), 

WWF: EFN-Network (http://www.efn-grantee-network.blogspot.com),  

www.youtube.com and Links that has been viewed and signed by more than 

2000 people in one year. Featuring in a recent documentary with BBC and 

Worldwide Veterinary Services in on animal welfare. Several TV 

presentations of Local TV networks especially in 2010 campaign to plant 5 

million trees. Initiated a National media Campaign of Tree Planting to restore 

degraded habitats 2010 featuring on both Radio and Tv  talk shows.  

 

 

Membership of professional bodies  

 Founder Member, and President Uganda Wildlife Veterinary Network 
Limited 

 Member of Uganda Veterinary Association 

 Member American Association of Zoo Veterinarians  

 Member of Poverty and Conservation Learning Group 

 African PHE Network 
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